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a coin discriminator configured to receive at least a portion of the plurality of 
coins from the input region, the coin discriminator being configured to 
discriminate between acceptable coins and unacceptable coins; 
a voucher dispenser configured to dispense the redeemable voucher; and 
a communications facility configured to transmit information from the coin 
counting apparatus to a central computer, wherein the information is 
related to the redeemable voucher. 

74. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 73 wherein the information 
transmitted from the coin counting apparatus by the communications facility includes 
information usable to verify the authenticity of the redeemable voucher. 

75. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 73 wherein the information 
transmitted from the coin counting apparatus by the communications facility includes 
information related to a plurality of transactions performed by the coin counting 
apparatus. 

76. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 73 wherein the voucher 
dispenser is configured to dispense a voucher that is redeemable at a point of sale in a 
non-bank retail location in exchange for products sold at the retail location. 

77. (Prev i o u s l y Prooontod) An apparatus for oount i ng co i ns compr i sing: 

^^aAjnput region configured to receive a plurality of randomly oriented coins from a 

us£rs^^ 

a vibrating coin fee9fef<Qnfigured to receive at least a portion of the plurality of 

coins from the input regldns^^ 
a coin discriminator configured to receiveThe^ortion of coins from the vibrating 

coin feeder, the coin discriminator being coml^dfe^to identify acceptable 

coins; 

at least one coin receptacle configured to receive at least a portionSfSh^ 
a cceptab l e-roms^ro^ and 
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q commun i cat i ono faci li ty oonfigurcd to transm i t informot i on from the co i n 
counting apparatus to a remote computer, wherein the information is 
related to the amount of coins in the coin receptacle. 



78. (Previousl^Rresented) The apparatus of claim 77, further comprising a 
user interface configured to rec&VQ.a request for a redeemable voucher. 

79. (Previously Presented) The Apparatus of claim 77 wherein the 
communications facility is configured to transmit a sigrtakto the central computer when 
the coin receptacle is at least generally full of acceptable coins. 

80. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 77 further (x>7rrpqsmg a 
voucher dispenser configured to dispense a voucher that is redeemable at a poim" 
oq I o in q non bonk reta il l ocat i on in exchange for products 3o l d at th e reta il l ocation . 



81. (Canceled) 



-82-: — ( Currently Ame n d e d) An apparatus for counting coin s com effsmqf 

an input region configured to receive a plurality of randomly oriented coins from a 
user; 

a user intfert^ce configured to receive a request for a redeemable voucher; 
a vibrating coirnfee^er configured to receive at least a portion of the plurality of 

coins from the inptrtscegion; and 
a coin discriminator configureato^eceive the portion of coins from the vibrating 
coin feeder the coin discriminator being configured to discriminate 
between acceptable coins and unaccepted coins. 



83. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim Sf^wljerein the coin 
discriminator is configured to determine a total of the acceptable coins, and^h^rein the 
apparatus further comprises a voucher dispenser configured to dispense a redeem? 
-vetreherfora-^ 
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" n i (P t- Pv i rjMg ^ tt9 fnrfhnr nnmprfrjnr, n 

voucher dispenser configuredlo dispense d veaebejUhat is redeem able at a point of 
" ba l e i n d non-bank retai l locat i o n in exclia frge Hor - prod u cts sol d at tho roto il l ocat i on. — — 

85. (Previously Presented) A system for counting coins in a coin counting 
machine, the system comprising: 

means for receiving a plurality of randomly oriented coins in an input region of 

the coin counting machine; 
means for receiving a request for a redeemable voucher; 
means for discriminating at least a portion of the received coins with the coin 

discriminator to distinguish acceptable coins from unacceptable coins; 
means for transferring at least a portion of the acceptable coins to a coin 

receptacle; and 

means for communicating information from the coin counting machine to a 
central computer, wherein the communicated information is related to a 
status of the coin receptacle. 

86. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 85 wherein the means for 
communicating information from the coin counting machine includes means for 
transmitting a signal when the coin receptacle is at least generally full of acceptable 
coins. 

87. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 85, further comprising means 
for dispensing a redeemable voucher for an amount related to the acceptable coins. 

88. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 85, further comprising means 
for dispatching a person to empty the coin receptacle in response to receiving the 
information communicated to the central computer. 

89. (Previously Presented) An apparatus for counting coins comprising: 

an input region configured to receive a plurality of randomly oriented coins from a 
user; 
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